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Welcome From Principal Ahmadi
Welcome Kindergarten families! Like many of you all, I am a
new Peirce community member who is excited and eager to
begin school, to meet you and to meet your children. Your
students’ teachers are thrilled that they will be joining us at
such an awesome school.
A little bit about me: I love
learning, meeting new people,
being outside and spending
time with my family and friends.
I live in East Arlington with my
wife, son and two feisty dogs.
I look forward to meeting you all
in the weeks to come!

Meet the Kindergarten Teachers
Click on the links below to view a video from each teacher.

Colleen Lloyd

Tara Lamont

Meet Mrs. Lloyd

Meet Mrs Lamont

Alex Musantry
Meet Ms. Musantry

The Kindergarten
Team

Left to Right:
Lori Pescatore- Classroom TA (Ms. Musantry’s Class)
Kristina Delaney- Classroom TA (Mrs. Lamont’s Class)
Alex Musantry- Classroom Teacher
Tara Lamont- Classroom Teacher
Colleen Lloyd- Classroom Teacher
Allison Knittel- Classroom TA (Mrs. Lloyd’s Class)

Peirce School PTO
The PTO is made up of parent and teacher
volunteers who work together by:
●
●
●
Welcome to Peirce! We are thrilled that you and your
children are joining our wonderful community.
We are (left to right) Krasi Petkov, Megan Fitzpatrick, and
Katie Young - Peirce parents, and the president and
co-vice-presidents of the Peirce Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO). Peirce PTO’s mission is to support our
school and build community among students, teachers,
and parents at Peirce.
While no one is sure exactly what the next few months will
bring, we are dedicated to our mission and to making sure
you and your children feel connected and welcome in the
Peirce community!

●

●

Compiling a Weekly Newsletter with
information about what’s happening at Peirce.
Facilitating Bi-Monthly PTO Meetings where
all are welcome to bring their voice to the table.
Planning Community Events to help connect
families and build community (past events have
included our back-to-school picnic, fall festival,
glow dance, kids vs. grown-ups basketball
game, international night, and ice cream
social).
Organizing Fundraising Activities to support
our school such as the book fair, annual fund
drive, spiritwear sales, and read-a-thon.
Allocating funds to expenditures that are
beyond the school budget such as classroom
supplies and equipment, field trips, and
educational enrichment activities
for students (and more).

Peirce School PTO (continued)
We encourage all families to participate in the PTO and help make our school community even stronger! There are
many large and small ways to contribute, and we will send out more details in September and throughout the
school year.
Our PTO Welcome Team has been hard at work brainstorming creative ways to help ease your and your children’s
unique transition into this Kindergarten year. We will be working with the teachers and with Principal Ahmadi, once
he starts in July, to find new ways to connect. In the meantime, we are here to answer your questions and be a
resource if you need us! Please email us anytime at peirceschool.pto@gmail.com. You can also follow our
facebook page here!
Once again, we want to welcome you and your children to Peirce School! We can’t wait to meet you.

What is Tools of the Mind and
Self Regulation?
Tools of the Mind is the curriculum we follow in Arlington across our
kindergarten community and classrooms. One of the main focuses of
the curriculum is Self Regulation.
Tools of the Mind is a research-based early childhood model
combining teacher professional development with a comprehensive
innovative curriculum that helps young children to develop the
cognitive, social-emotional, self-regulatory, and foundational
academic skills they need to succeed in school and beyond.
Observing in a Tools kindergarten classroom, you see children well
on their way to being independent self-regulated learners, who will
leave kindergarten with the skills they need to be successful in school
and life.

What is Self-Regulation?
Self-Regulation

Emotional
Control

Social
Awareness

Planning
and
Organizing

Self-Control

Flexibility

Sustaining
attention to
a task

Getting
started on a
task

What is Self-Regulation?
Self-Regulation

Staying
calm when
someone
takes your
toy.

Asking a
friend who
is alone to
come and
play with
you.

Keeping
your your
cubby
organized.

Waiting
your turn.

Beginning a
game with a
friend and
asking for
help when
you need it.

Moving on
from an
activity even
if you aren’t
finished yet.

Following
directions.
Following
the group
plan.

Social Emotional Learning
Social emotional learning is a big part of our school day and
includes learning to work with others, problem solving during
conflicts and learning about kindness. We take a positive,
developmentally appropriate approach towards discipline,
guided by both our Tools of the Mind training and the
Responsive Classroom model.

Inclusiveness at Peirce
At Peirce School, one of our core values is inclusiveness. It’s
important that every child feels appreciated for who they are.
We help students learn the value of inclusiveness through
stories, songs, discussions, and modeling behavior and
conversations. We celebrate each child and their differences!

A Typical Day in Kindergarten
Arrival (8:10)
Morning Meeting
Small Group Literacy Games
Morning Recess/Snack
Read Aloud
Writing & Literacy Centers
Lunch & Recess
Buddy Reading
Graphics Practice
Special (P.E, Art, Music, Library)
Math
Choice Time
Dismissal (2:30)*
*Tuesday dismissal is at 1:00.

Morning Meeting
We start each and every day with a morning meeting. This is a
familiar routine that helps build community within the classroom.
Each morning meeting includes:
Greeting- students and teachers greet each other by name
Share- we share with each other, either with partners or whole
group, to help build community in the classroom
Group Activity- everyone participates in an energetic activity
together
Morning Message- students work together to read a message
written by their teacher
∙

Literacy Games
Morning meeting is followed by small group literacy games.
This is a time when we practice literacy skills in a small group
setting. A lot of the work that we do in kindergarten is through
games and working with others.
As the year progresses, the activities become more targeted
towards each child’s individual learning goals.

Snack Recess
● We have a nice break in our morning for snack
and recess.
● Students bring a healthy snack from home each day.
● We eat morning snack outside to get some extra fresh air.
● Snack is followed by recess.
● On days when the weather doesn’t cooperate we have snack
in our classroom followed by free choice and a movement
activity.

∙

Story Lab
Story lab is a time when the teacher
reads a story to the class. Each day we
focus on a different strategy to help the
students build their comprehension skills;
such as visualization, character empathy,
making inferences, and story grammar.
At the beginning of the year, we focus on fairy tales.
After fairy tales, we move on to the Magic Tree House series.
We also read lots of great picture books throughout the school
day. We believe that books are such an important part of
learning!

Writing Time
Our writing block is a time where each student
writes at their own level. At the beginning of
the year, we focus on creating a message
(verbally) and drawing a picture. The students
begin to write words when they feel
comfortable.
By the end of the school year,
kindergarten students are
writing in full sentences.
It’s amazing to watch the
progression throughout
the year!

Center Time
During center time, the students
work independently within their
groups to develop skills and
knowledge. They complete two
centers each day. Our centers
include; creative writing,
dramatization, listening center,
penmanship, sounds & letters,
comprehension & vocabulary,
fluency and decoding.
During this time the teacher meets
with guided reading groups to
practice letter knowledge, letter
sounds, reading sight words and,
for those who are ready, reading
books!

Lunch and Recess
● Lunch is from 11:00-11:30. Students can buy lunch at school
or bring a lunch from home.
● Lunch $3.00 Milk $.60 (prices could change)
● When buying a school lunch, students can pre-pay or they
can pay with cash. More info can be found on the food
services site.
Arlington Public Schools Food Services
● Lunch is followed by recess on the kindergarten playground.

After Lunch Activities
Buddy Reading
A time for children to settle their bodies and minds by listening to
stories and reading quietly together with a friend.
Graphics Practice
A time to practice handwriting. We start by practicing graphics and
then practice forming letters. This is a relaxing activity where
self-regulation practice is built in by writing to music and when the
music stops, we stop writing.
Quiet Time
A time where students can relax for a few minutes by resting their
bodies, looking at books or drawing a picture. We turn the lights off
and play quiet music.
Specials
This a 40 minute block each day where students meet with a
teacher for physical education (twice per week), art, music & library.

Math
Our Math block starts with a whole group
lesson, which is followed by math stations.
The math stations are typically game
based activities and students often work
with partners. We end our math block with
a class discussion.
Kindergarten math includes learning
numbers,understanding numbers, working
with both 2D and 3D shapes, learning to
measure with nonstandard units and
simple addition & subtraction.

Choice Time
We have choice time every day.
Some of the activities include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

building with blocks
art projects
science exploration
play dough
listening center
dramatic play
quiet reading
puzzles
games
drawing

MaScience and Social Studies

Science and social studies are embedded into our curriculum and
align with the Magic Tree House themes. We learn about the time
and place that each of the first 12 books take place.
For example, Afternoon on the Amazon, takes place in the Amazon
Rainforest. We learn about the rainforest ecosystem, the different
animals that live in the rainforest, the people of the Amazon
rainforest, the problems that the rainforests are facing today and the
children get to design a shelter that would do well in the rainforest.
Each theme is filled with lots of engaging activities, getting students
to think like scientists and learn about the world!

How Can I Help My Child Have a
Successful Start to Kindergarten?
● Encourage your child to try to do things independently, such
as dressing/undressing, using the bathroom and
communicating their needs.
● Encourage your child to manage their personal belongings;
carrying their own backpack, putting their folder in their
backpack and taking out their lunchbox at the end of the day.
● Encourage/guide your child to deal with disappointments
appropriately.
● Practice waiting for a turn and taking turns.

● Have your child practice opening snack containers, bags and
lunch boxes all by themselves.

How Can I Help My Child Prepare for
Learning in Kindergarten?
● Practice counting to 20.
● Practice counting objects to 10.
● Practice identifying the letters of the alphabet
● Practice identifying numbers up to 20 (out of order)
● Practice with writing tools, scissors and glue.
● Practice writing their first name.
● Read stories together!

How Will I Communicate With My
Child’s Teacher?
● Communication between the parents and teachers is so
important for the child’s success in school.
● Teachers are always available to discuss concerns and
answer questions.
● Formal conferences are held twice a year, in the winter and
again in the spring.

●

Informal ways to communicate include: individual meetings,
notes, emails and voicemail. Email is often the quickest and
easiest way to get in touch.

How Can I be Involved in my Child’s
Classroom?
● Volunteer opportunities vary from class to class.
Some opportunities might include helping during writing block,
during literacy centers or for special art projects.
● Parents/guardians can support the teacher by photocopying
and completing projects at home.
● Parents/guardians can sign up to be a family reader.
● The PTO is always looking for volunteers and there are so
many different ways to participate.

Peirce Incoming Kindergartner
Questionnaire
Please take a moment to fill out the questionnaire about your
child below. This will help us learn about your child and their
special interests, strengths, and needs, as well as your goals
for them in Kindergarten. If possible, please fill out the Google
Form version. If you prefer to print out the PDF version,
please mail the completed form to the school, or scan and
email it to any of the kindergarten teachers. Thank you!
Questionnaire: Google Form

Questionnaire: PDF Version

Please join us for a virtual meet and greet with the Peirce Kindergarten teachers,
PTO members, and our current and incoming principals.
We will introduce ourselves and do our best to answer your questions.

June 17th from 2:00PM-3:00PM
Please submit questions for us in advance via this Google Form:
Meet and Greet Questions
Please follow this link to join the meeting:
meet.google.com/yvw-wqqt-yks
Join by phone
+1 414-909-7448 PIN: 979 288 069#
We hope to see you there!

Notes from the Nurse:
Before the first day of school in September 2020 (or as soon as
possible), please complete the steps below:
● Once you receive your student portal password go online and
confirm your latest contact information. It is vitally important that we
can reach every parent, on the first day of school if necessary.
● Please make sure the school has an up to date Immunization record
for your child. Pediatric offices are open for immunization even if
they are not yet doing physicals.
● Please make sure your child’s last physical exam was within one
year of the start of school in September 2020. If there is a problem
because of COVID-19 closures, please notify the nurse.

Individual Health Plans
Emergency onsite EpiPen for Life Threatening Allergies require a
doctor’s order and the FARE form filled out and signed by you and your
child’s doctor.
Emergency onsite inhalers for Asthma require a doctor’s order and the
Asthma Action Plan, filled out and signed by you and your child’s doctor;
these are supplied by me or your doctor can give you one from their
practice.
Alternatively, you can return the form with your signature to me and the
doctor can give you or fax an order for the medication.
For these or any other health issues please contact the nurse by email
or phone before the start of school. You can call the office and leave a
voicemail and I will get back to you within a few hours and arrange to
get you the necessary forms.

Helpful Links
Peirce School
Arlington Public Schools
Food Services
Kindergarten Facebook Group
Peirce PTO Facebook Group
Peirce Current Families Facebook Group
Diversity and Inclusion Groups (DIGs) Facebook Group

Contact Info
Andrew Ahmadi, Principal
aahmadi@arlington.k12.ma.us (start date: July 1st)
Pat Costa, School Secretary
pcosta@arlington.k12.ma.us
Susan Almquist, School Nurse
salmquist@arlington.k12.ma.us
Tara Lamont, Kindergarten Teacher
tlamont@arlington.k12.ma.us
Colleen Lloyd, Kindergarten Teacher
clloyd@arlington.k12.ma.us
Alex Musantry, Kindergarten Teacher
amusantry@arlington.k12.ma.us

Welcome to
Peirce!
We understand that each child learns differently and moves at
their own pace, both socially and academically. We encourage
and nurture the children as they grow and celebrate their
accomplishments along the way.
We look forward to working and learning with you all
next year and we welcome you to the Peirce community!
Click Here to See What the Kids
Have to Say About Peirce School

